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David  K.  Smith,  ’.squire 
ir.TFE  -  CHQ  -  SCAP 
AFu  500 
c/c  Fostmaster 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 

(In  long  hand) 


Oct,  10th,  1947 
47  Avenue  del'Armee 
i  Brussels. 

hear  Sir: 

I  have  your  letter  of  Sept.  29th. 

I  am  very  3crry  to  hoar  my  affidavit  in  favor  of  Mr.  Hirota 
cannot  be  used  in  his  defense. 

In  spite  of  my  efforts  I  cannot  remember  any  precise  facts  which 
I  could  mention  to  nreve  that  my  firm  belief  in  Mr.  Hirota1 s  innocence  of 
war  guilt  must  necessarily  be  shared  by  the  court.  Ten  years  have  elapsed 
since  I  was  in  contact  with  Jr.  Hirota  and  I  have  no  clear  recollection  of 
any  precise  act  or  speech  of  his  which  could  bo  cited  as  a  direct  proof. 

My  conviction  it  base '  upon  the  remembrance  of  numberless  conver¬ 
sations  with  Mr.  Hirota  himself  or  other  Japanese  leaders.  As  a  result  of 
them,  I  have  the  firm  belief  that  Mr.  Hirota,  as  I  stated  in  my  affidavit, 
always  used  his  real  influence  with  the  military  leaders  to  restrain  them 
to  the  best  of  his  ability.  I  am  convinced  this  was  the  cate  at  any  rate 
until  the  moment  I  left  Japan  in  1939.  Mr.  Hirota  was,  and  is,  much  too 
clover  ever  to  have,  shared  the  illusions  of  the  military  clique  or  to  have 
favored  their  absurd  designs.  To  thwart  these  he  was  probably  powerless  to 
do  mere  than  he  actually  did.  It  is  my  conviction  but  I  cannot  prove  it  by 
any  precise  facts. 

1  sincerely  hope  this  declaration  may  be  useful  to  him.  Flease 
give  him  my  friendly  regards  and  believe  me 

Sincerely  yours, 

ha3sompierre 


/ 
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F.  S.  On  Dec.  15th,  193/*,  1  presented  r.  Hirota  with  the  Brand  Cross  .of 
the  Order  cf  Leopold,  the  highest  decoration  of  my  country,  which  our  King 
had  bestowed  on  Mr.  Hirota,  then  ’  inister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  upon  ny 
proposal.  This  is  proof  of  the  very  high  esteem  in  which  I  held  Hr.  Hirota, 

Eassompierre 
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